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WASHINGTON — The Su- .

* preme Court on Thursday re-.

Jected racial integration plans in
two major public school dis-.
tricts, but it lefi the door open
for the limited use of race to .
achieve diversity in schools. -

The decision on how' students '
+ are assigned to schools in Louis- -
ville, Ky., and Seatfle could im0 )
peril similar plans in hundreds -
of districts nationwide. Berkeley,;_-h
for example, uses race as one of 7 Tartk

many factors to deterrmne L

- school placemerits.
The Supreme Ceurt split 5 4; el
‘with Chief Justice. John Rob_erts o

announéing the conrt's:

judgment, The four 11beraljus- W
, ‘uces dissented.”

1t was not clear Thursday
how the ruling will affect the’

Berkeley Unified School Drstnct i

because the district still is in- -

* volved with a local lawsuit that -

¢laimed it was violating a 1996
California law prohibiting racial

o preferences in public education.

Buit Maya Hatris, executive di-
rector of the ACLU of Northern

: Cahforma said she believed -

Berkeley's policies — which have
been challenged in court at leasi
twice — would-stand up to legal
scrutiny; even under a more re--
strictive framework., The

L Berkeley district aims to ensure

its schools reflect the city’s pop- -
ulation as a whole, rather than -
its segregated nerghborhocds _‘
. “That niay very well bé'a”.
model for other schools that are

seeking to provide equal educa: .
. tional opportunities and create a
- diverse school envu"onmen
. Harris said.:

N

¢ Berkeley uses race, parent :

preference, family iticome; a sti-.

dent’s address and other crrteri
when makmg campus asslgn
rnents R

* “Based on the early readlng Of
the Supreme Court decision, it
appears K-12 education has a

stronig interest in creating diver- '

sity balancing, Superintendent

" Michele Lawrence said. “Perhaps’
Berkeley's model Wlll stand the
test®.

Tn Aprrl Alameda County Su-

: perior Court Judge Winifred Y,

Smith ruled the school district

" does not violate state lavw when it
" considers race as one of many"-

factors in assrgnmg students to

.- fornia law prohibiting racial pref~-'.
* erences in public education: i+

“of the siiit has niot been decided. © i
© Court ruling Thursday mlght af- |
. fect Berkeley., 1 SR

| cause (the' ‘district) is’ mvolved
- with diversity balancing arid -

‘get the balance,” Lawrenice said: .

Judge dec1ded Fthe ¢ court needs

‘up in th ourts.
' balancmg plan; each city block in

" Berkeley is assngned a diversity -
. category based on a formuld that

‘plek their desired schools; butif =" |

. using a computerized lottery: -

" signed to help make sure the di- -~

- district i$ proportionate to the' | _
.- diversity of the ‘overall district: At

¢ no point is'the race of the indi- "
- vidual child used as a crlterron

ofﬁcrals said,

- Thursday decisioris employ:

- count when defermining’ whlch

_tothfsreport Rt

schiools, The Sacramento-hased.
Pacific Legal Foundation had .
-sued the district, alleging its
school assignment policy vro]ates’
Proposition 209, 4:1996 Cali::

Lawrence sald bécause part "

in the courts, it's stll foo early too -
determine how the Stpreme &

~ “We do believe we'll be’ OK be- vl

doesn't use one spectfic race t

In its ruling in April, the Ala-, -
meda County Superior Court: -

Under Berkeleys diversity:

considers with equal weight the -
overall racial composition of the -
clty block, the parent’s average
¢ducation level of the city block;
and the average househoId in— i
come.

Berkeley a]lows students to

a-school is over-subscribed stu: S
dents are ther assigned schools_ i

weighted by each student’s ‘d1~ o
versity score.’ R
The diversity score is de— e

versity of each school within the_ L

for school assignment drstrrct

 The two school s systems n the‘ ' :

slightly different miethods of ' " L
taking students’ race into ac- " ERRERE I

schools they will attend; RO
Federal appeals courts had ST
upheld both plans after some. "~ .. |
parents sued. The Bush admln- S
istration took the’ parents side;. = T
arguing racial diversity is a neble SRR
goal but can be sought only - @ i |
through face- neutral means

The Assomatsd Press contrlbuted S




