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Schools’ Efforts Await Justices’ Ruling ir {
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schools in Champaign, 111, where Af-
rican-American students make up 36
percent of students. Under a courts.
supervised plan, the district keeps
the proportion of black students in all
schools within 15 percentage poinfs.
of that averagé by coftrolling schogl
assignments.” . .o
- Over the past 15 years, courts have
ended desegregation orders in scores
of school districts. But many dis-
tricts around the couniry seek to :
_maintain diversity with voluntary -
programs. like magnet schools’ and
magnet programs, clustering plans
that group schools in black nefgh-
borhoods . with these in white; and
weighted: admissions lotteries tha.
assign classroom seats by race; -, -
- All of this is now a gray area of the
law until there is guidance from the:
Supreme Court on how far &chool
systems may go in the quest for ra-
cial diversity, .- SR IRt

Courts in the 1990's mostly struck
down the use of race in-assignment
decisions, but three federal rulings
since 2003 have permitted its use. As
the legal ambiguity has grown, hun:
dreds of districts have dropped vol- -
untary efforts to maintain racial bal= B
ance. Others have vigorously pur-:
sued them, even as a debate has
emerged: over . whether. racially -
mixed ‘schools provide' the nation
with important educational benefits,

“Most school districts believe that
there are educational benefits in hav- -
ing students attend school with other
students of different backgrounds,”
said Maree Sneed, 2 lawyer who filed
a brief in the Louisville case on be-
half of the Council of the Great City
Schools, a coalition of the nation’s
largest urban districts, “It prepares
them to be better citizens,” =

But Roger Clegg, president of the
Center for Equal Opportunity, a
Washington group critical of affirm-
ative action, said such assertions o e
were based on “touchy-feely social oo BUETS, 10D,
science,” ; above right, are bused to

“It'd be dangerous for the court to e T T S
allow discrimination whenever a - A study published thig year by the’.
school board produces some social  Civil Rights Project at Harvard Uni- -
scientist who claims that racially versity reported that partly becaise.
balancing schools to the nth degreeis of the rapid ‘growth of ‘Lating and .
essential for teaching students to be  Agjan: populations, the traditionial :
good citizens,” Mr. Clegg said. black-white model of American race

The debate comes as immigration, relations was breaking down: Yet” ¢
housing patterns and ethnic change white students remained the ‘most; - 3.
have made achieving racial balance raciaily isolated group, even though -
in the schools an increasing chal- they were attending. schools - with -

are bused to a black section of Louisvill
a white suburb. Teddy B Gor

lenge. : more minority students than ever bés:

: - - : fore, the report said,” - 1ds:
David M. Herszenhorn contributed Although whites: in 2003-04 made captivi
reporting from New York for this ar- up 58 percent of the nation’s public. . at occurs:
ticle, S school population, the average white -
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awford children, with their parents,
before the Supreme Court.

said. “Boards would be forbidden to
dowhat courts once ordered them to
do, and what they now want to do vol-
untarily,”

How many of the nation's 15,000
districts currently consider race in
assigning students to schools is un-
clear because no one keeps track, ex-
perts said. A brief filed in the Lou-
isville case by the Pacific Legal
Foundation, a conservative public-
interest law firm, asserts that “near-
ly 1,000 districts” have some type of
race-hased assignment plan,

But that figure traces to a 1990 De-

- Louisville 'i§ ‘onie of the, ‘miost; thor- "
oughly mtegrated urban school sys:
_tems in the nation. That is partly be-:__- .

’ m assigning students {6 schools;

that Iarge-scale plans to seek rac1
" York, where:14'p

. school” asmgnments gaid’; Michael
Best, the Departiment, of Educatmn
general counsel: The only exceptlo
is Mark Twain- Intermedlate_ ‘Schoo
in Brooklyn; where a’ 1974 federal:
court order requires that the school' ;
racial demographlcs e
Wlth surroundmg mlddI

The Jefferson County. dis

: Slxty percent of! student'
and 35 percent are black S
It student ass1gnment plan; whic

“evolved from a court-ordered des

regation’ effort, keeps. blac
ment in most schools in the range of

ing, and in some ¢ases: obligi

white students to attend schools in. "

black neighborhoods, and vice versa. -
Fran Ellers and her husband are

writers who are white. They live in D
the Highlands neighborhood east of -
~ downtown, But they enrolled their

children, Jack and Zoe, at Coleridge-
Taylor Montessori- Elementary in
the Iargely black West End.:

“We wanted- a’ diverse envlron-.-
ment,” Ms, Ellets said. “When T
toured Coleridge-Taylor, ~ I~ wag.’
struck by the mix of black and white
children, quietly working together as:’
equals in a classroom,” )

Nechelle D. Crawford by contrast'

who is African-American and lives i in. '

the West End, said her sons Keion
and Jeron could attend” Colerldge-
Taylor, but instead she opted to send -

them to Wilder Elementary:in’a . T:

largely white suburb 25 ‘minutes.
away by bus. “The boys love Wilder,”
Mrs, Crawford said,  adding that"
there are a number of international
students. “They have different op-
portunities, see different faces,”

In a survey carried out im 2000 by ~.

the University of Kentucky,; 67 per-
cent of parents said they believed

partment of Educatlon survey of.
schools,” and David. [. Armor, 5
George Mason Umvers1ty professor".'
who participated in that survey, said:
that in the 1990°s, many districis had™
abandoned race-based plans. ‘still, he
estimated that “many’ hundreds of
school districts” continue to use race::

- Many of the nation’s largest urban. :
districts have so few white studerts.

are white, does not consider: vace in’

15 percent to 50 percent by encourag: -

o~ under state law. Lynn’s plan seeks

tlon "

- tiofr plan He fin
three other candi

“Lynn, nine miles north of Boston, _

tricts that receives financial. ince
tives. for’ promoting ‘racial’ bal

keep’ the proportmn of nonwhlte St

populatlon as
students were'

their kids in" a nexghborhoo
that's” pretty
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