_ By Shannon Morgan

Board heare preeentatmn
on ‘controlled cholee op’uon

Whlle the Berkeley Umfxed School Dlstnct

R grapples with the idea of changing desegregatlon and
- school! organization- policies, Supermtendent_

LaVone}a Stecle vowed last week that district-wide

" modification w:ll not be recommended for the up-
'commg school year.: PR -
© *TPam’ not recommendmg that thls be done for:

September 1t’s impossible. Also I'm not sure every

recommendation (by the School Organization Task |
- Force). is something I can recommend. There are
Tundreds of questlons that need to bé answered for
various’ scenarios,” Steele said at the Board of.
Education’s specna} meetlng last week. :

The meeting was called to hear further dxscussmn

&of a controlled choice policy that would allow parents

to decide which schools their children attend, as long

,as attendance levels reflect district-wide rac1al levels.

. Stéele'said that given the complexity of shifting to

a school choice model, it is unlikely that her office

will offer: any recommeudatlons on the plan untll later

this spring.
" “After one or two months of publlc and ‘staff -

discussion, my staff and I need to come to a place
where we can make recommendations that the board
can take some action on. I don’t see that happenmg
until sometime this spring,” she said. -

Inthe meantime, the board is calhng in experts like
Evans Clinchy, an associate at the Institute for Re-
sponsive Education in Boston, to offer advise on how
centrolled choice school systems have fared across
the country and how the model mlght be apphed in
Berkeley.

“One of the thmgs we've done 1s a531sted several

sschool districts across the country in developmg this
concept of controlled choice,” Clinchy said, noting
-thatithas become apopular means toward dese grega—

tion in other school populations...; _
. The controlled choice model basma}ly necessi-

,.tates a Shlft to magnet schools or schools d1fferent1--
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ated to the degree that regardless of '
geographic location, they will at-..

tract a variety of students.

Clinchy warned that in some in- s
stances it can 10 to 15 years before.
magnet schools to establish them-.
selves in the district. He maintained; I
however, that once accomphshed'
controlled choice has resulted in.

greater academic achievement

among students, “enormous” par--
ent satisfaction, areturn of students

to the district from private schools;’

and higher teacher satisfaction; =

“One of the most. interesting .
~ things that goes on is that more and
more you begin to get a school:

System where everyone is there
because they want to be there and
they don t have to waste trme and

- IS want them to be,” he said.:
Chnchy said that i in hig expen-.-
ence, about 85 percent of parents -

-Clinchy said.

. But in’ addressmg a concern ex-
pressed by Board President Pedro
Noguera Clinchy admitted that a’.
: major pitfall of the model is 1ts-?-- L

‘Cost.

energy argulng Wlth each__ _ther' :

: that parents desrres couId be

. “ of unsatisfiec
- “It does take an’ enormous -

amount of money to make it work *- s

Noguera later expressed doub

“What I am envrsmnmgrs lo
1“people bec
people won’t get the1r chotce

properly, Butschools of choice need ' sck 0ols th
tobe different from eachotheronly - want to'go

to the extent that parents and tezch-

usually get thelr first ch01ce when

“choosing a school.

" SOTF facilitator Jim Masters. 'nghtnow wedon’thave

Roted that. by his projections be-

tween 60 and 70 percent of parents

- afford the prOpH
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